ROBESPIERRE

ists. "Measures have been taken to arrest the guilty
parties. They are cornered!"

During the night, Hebert, Ronsin, Vincent and
Momoro were seized, and on the evening of that day,
Robespierre, for the first time since his illness, appeared
at the Jacobin Club and stated the government's
position. Still another taken into custody was Ana-
charsis Cloots. The charge against him of being a
foreign agent was as absurd as it was unjust. One of the
most damaging things that can be said against Robes-
pierre's character is that he practically never rose to
the height of recognizing the sincerity of an opponent.
He might have learned from his well-beloved classics
that it is possible to pursue a man even unto death and
yet abstain from slandering him and even to weep over
him.

One wonders how the theory originated that Robes-
pierre sought Danton's aid against the Hebertists or
played one faction against another. Nothing is further
from the truth. In practically every speech he and Saint-
Just made in the course of February and March they
denounced the Dantonists as well as the Hebertists, and
the former even more than the latter. In the very speech
in which he announced the imminent arrest of the
Hebertists, Saint-Just attacked the Dantonists with
equal ferocity. The two factions, he said, were
"smothering liberty between two crimes". The only
reason why the Hebertists were arrested first was
because they gave every indication of having decided
to turn from talk to action.

The Hebertists were sentenced to death. All, except
Hebert, died bravely. He, who had clamoured for heads
and ever more heads, lacked the courage to surrender
his own with becoming dignity.
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